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Welcome to this year’s final edition of the ESCNJ 
Express monthly newsletter.  This past year we used 
this newsletter to keep you informed and up-to-date 
about all the latest and greatest news taking place 
throughout ESCNJ.

Through a year that can best be described as 
“different,” we worked diligently to keep our schools 
open for in-person instruction, while always ensuring 
the health and safety of our students remained a top 
priority.

Now, here we are, bidding farewell for the 2020- 21 
school year, and I am so happy to report that we 
worked through the entire year without one reported 
in-school transmission of COVID-19 among students. 
This is a testament to the commitment of the entire 
ESCNJ family to follow strict protocols that kept us all 
safe and healthy.

We will continue with all of the COVID regulations we 
have in place during our summer Extend School Year 
(ESY) Program, which will run from Monday, June 28 
to Friday, August 6.

Over the past few weeks, we have had the privilege 
of celebrating our graduating classes.  We provided 
both in-person and virtual graduations and moving-
up ceremonies, ensuring that everyone can mark 
the many achievements of our students, despite the 
additional challenges posed this year.

As you can see from the smiling photos of students 
and staff, we were so happy to be able to share this 
milestone in person. I received plenty of kind words 
from parents and guardians, who said these special 
moments in time will never be forgotten.

Graduation has always been a very bittersweet 
moment for me. Although I am always saddened 
to see our students leave us, I cherish all their 
accomplishments and hard work. One of the best parts 
of my job is hearing about students who have moved 
on, with great success, based on the knowledge they 
gathered within the nurturing classrooms at ESCNJ. 

Governor Phil Murphy recently signed legislation 
(S. 3434) that allows for IEP teams to determine if 
an additional year of education for students with 
disabilities (i.e., beyond one’s 21st birthday) is 
warranted.  The additional year option is available to 
the graduating classes of 2021, 2022, and 2023 as per 
the IEP determination.  As such, in this different and 
difficult year, ESCNJ will be welcoming back several 
students who would typically “age out” at age 21.  
For information about the new law, please contact 
your school district case manager. 

While it’s now summer, we aren’t going anywhere! 
So, please keep following all our news on Facebook/
The Educational Services Commission of New Jersey, 
Twitter/ESCofNJ and Instagram/ESCofNJ.  For all the 
latest information during the summer months, as 
we prepare for the 2021-22 school year, please visit 
our website at www.
ESCNJ.com

Be Safe. Be Well.  Be 
ESCNJ.

Mark Finkelstein

Superintendent
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